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Wolfenbiittel; he was responsible also for the foundation of
the Academy of St Petersburg by Peter the Great of Russia
in 1713. Frederick the Great of Prussia invited the French
scientist Maupertuis to Berlin, and had him made President
of the Academy. This increased the renown of the institution,
though some people considered Maupertuis to be rather
ridiculous.
Pierre Louis Moreau de Maupertuis was a Breton of Saint-
Malo, born in 1698. Like Descartes, another eminent mathe-
matician before him, Maupertuis began his active career as a
soldier, an officer in the French cavalry regiment La Roche-
Guyon. Except in war-time, soldiers had a great deal of leisure
in the eighteenth century. Maupertuis relieved the terrible
erwui of army life, as Descartes had done, by mathematical
and philosophical research. His studies brought him to the
notice of the Royal Society, which, when he visited London
in 1728, elected him to be a Fellow, He was now out of the
army, living a scholarly life, a member of the Paris Academie
des Sciences. In 1736 he led an expedition at the expense of
Louis XV to Lapland, to measure a degree of the meridian.
Frederick II of Prussia, in the first year of his accession to
the throne, invited Maupertuis to Berlin. The French savaiti
went with the King on the first Silesian campaign, and was
taken prisoner by the Austrians at Mollwitz. He was soon
released. In 1743 he was elected to the Academie Franpise,
In 1746, being resident in Berlin, he was made President of
the Berlin Academy. He published a book, proposing that
expeditions should proceed to the North and South Poles,
and that a pit or shaft should be sunk to the centre of the
earth. Both proposals were ridiculed by Voltaire (in the
Diatribe du Docteur Akakia)> then at Berlin, and by Frederick
the Great. Yet the scheme of exploring the Poles has now
been put into effect; and the proposal of sinking a shaft as
nearly as possible to the centre of the earth has been seriously
made by a modem scientist and engineer.1 Maupertuis, who
was melancholic and irritable, quarrelled over his book
1 Sir Alfred Parsons.